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New car market grows 11.5% in April

· New car registrations rose 11.5% in April to 148,793, a tenth successive monthly increase.
· Volumes up on a weak 2009, with scrappage accounting for just 8.0% of the April market.
· UK-built cars again outpaced the market, growing by 25.5%.
· 2010 registration forecast increased to 1.924 million units following strong start to the year.

“As our new government establishes itself, the priority must be sustaining and strengthening the economic recovery with particular focus on encouraging the availability of more and better priced finance for businesses and consumers,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “April was another good month for the UK motor industry with private buyers responding positively, despite the end of the scrappage scheme. There are still difficult months ahead, but the strong start to 2010 has led SMMT to increase its annual forecast to 1.924 million units.”

Outlook for annual new car registrations
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Notes:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to governmen
t, stakeholders and the media.
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 
800
,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 
10
% of total 
UK exports 
and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites. Average car tailpipe CO
2
 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website 
www.smmt.co.uk/publications
.
)










	April
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	148,793
	67,683
	79,769
	1,341
	70,358
	72,385
	6,050

	2009
	133,475
	59,711
	72,748
	1,016
	54,117
	72,354
	7,004

	% change
	11.5%
	13.4%
	9.7%
	32.0%
	30.0%
	0.0%
	-13.6%

	Mkt share '10
	
	45.5%
	53.6%
	0.9%
	47.3%
	48.6%
	4.1%

	Mkt share '09
	
	44.7%
	54.5%
	0.8%
	40.5%
	54.2%
	5.2%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	760,341
	318,819
	434,085
	7,437
	378,720
	344,896
	36,725

	2009
	613,833
	271,035
	338,566
	4,232
	277,956
	300,683
	35,194

	% change
	23.9%
	17.6%
	28.2%
	75.7%
	36.3%
	14.7%
	4.4%

	Mkt share '10
	
	41.9%
	57.1%
	1.0%
	49.8%
	45.4%
	4.8%

	Mkt share '09
	
	44.2%
	55.2%
	0.7%
	45.3%
	49.0%
	5.7%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	April
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	6,808
	
	1
	Fiesta
	42,610

	 
	2
	Astra
	6,440
	
	2
	Focus
	34,256

	 
	3
	Focus
	6,279
	
	3
	Astra
	29,365

	 
	4
	Corsa
	5,945
	
	4
	Corsa
	29,212

	 
	5
	Golf
	5,828
	
	5
	Golf
	22,778

	 
	6
	Polo
	3,653
	
	6
	Polo
	18,840

	 
	7
	A3
	3,400
	
	7
	207
	17,353

	 
	8
	207
	3,152
	
	8
	Clio
	14,653

	 
	9
	MINI
	2,869
	
	9
	MINI
	13,896

	 
	10
	3 Series
	2,802
	 
	10
	A3
	13,343



Underlying market strength on the up, but still outlook remains cautious
· As the impact of the Scrappage Incentive Scheme dissipates, underlying market demand has been maintained. However, in the coming months, as 2010 registration volumes are compared with the scrappage-fuelled months of 2009, volumes are expected to fall comparatively.

· Registrations rose for a tenth consecutive month in April, up 15,318 units on the 2009 market. However, volumes were still 15.3% or 26,875 units off the April 2008 total.

· The Scrappage Incentive Scheme accounted for just 8.0% of the April market, as the scheme closed in March, compared with an 18.7% average in previous months.

· SMMT has increased its registration outlook for the full year 2010 market after a stronger than expected start to the year. Manufacturer incentives and renewed market confidence look set to maintain some momentum, but concerns about economic stability over the coming months suggest a 3.6% net fall to 1.924 million units for the year. Latest projections expect the market to return to over two million annual registrations by 2012.

· Growth remains focused in the private sector with demand for vehicles in more fuel-efficient segments remaining strong. Diesel penetration rose for the first time since March 2009, climbing to 45.5% in April 2010, compared with 44.7% in April 2009.

·  (
2010 
registration f
igures
The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. 
 
Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. 
 
Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this informat
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)Ford’s Fiesta was the best selling model in April and for the year-to-date.
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